313. FRAGMENT OF LETTER

[PH<ENIX,

NATAL,]

Chaitra Vad 13 [April 22, 1914]

. . . Never perhaps have I spent such days of agony as I am
doing now*1 I talk and I smile, I walk and eat and work, all
mechanically these days. I can do no writing whatever. The heart
seems to have gone dry. The agony I am going through is un-
speakable. I have often wanted to take out the knife from my
pocket and put it through the stomach. Sometimes I have felt
like striking my head against the wall opposite, and, at other
times, I have thought of running away from the world. But then
again I reflected: "The simple fellow that you are! Foolish one!
Why do you go crazy in this fashion? If you do not preserve your
balance of mind at this hour, full of agony though it be, what
use is the little wisdom you have come by?" And so I pass my
days at present I want just now to inform my well-wishers,
"See here, my friends, J. has committed terrible sins.35

When I knew all this, I thought I must atone for my own sin
in putting my faith in one who did not deserve it. I was about
to resolve on a fast for 15 days, but checked myself. I thought
of Ba. If I fasted for 15 days, that would mean Ba's death. I
gave up the idea for the time being, deterred only by this fear.
However, I decided afterwards that J. must leave for. . . .2
To go and live there was the only right thing . . .2 could do . . .2
would come to no good by remaining here. . . ,2 I do not know
what evil there is in me. I have a strain of cruelty in me, as others
say, such that people force themselves to do things, even to at-
tempt impossible things, in order to please me. Lacking the nece-
ssary strength, they put on a false show and deceive me. Even
Gokhale used to tell me that I was so harsh that people felt
terrified of me and allowed themselves to be dragged against their
will out of sheer fear or in the attempt to please me, and that
those who found themselves too weak assumed an artificial pose

1 One of the inmates of Phoenix: Settlement for whom Gandhiji had great
regard was found to have been guilty of a moral lapse and had obviously decei-
ved GandhijL On being warned by him, the person promised not to sin again;
but when the offence was repeated, Gandhiji undertook a fast for 14 days.

2 Some words are omitted bore in the source*